Eleanor Orange and the Angel Fire

Comprehension Questions

Chapter 1

e What do you think was strange about Aunt Cathy’s behaviour?
(Finley’s baseball cap and sunglasses / frozen lasagne / not knowing how to use the microwave /
dirty plates in the bin / using very formal, unnatural speech / not knowing who Elvis was)

o Who phoned the landline whilst the children were in the kitchen?
(The real (?) Aunt Cathy in Canada)

e Who did Ellie say was on the phone when Aunt Cathy asked? How did Aunt Cathy react?
(Elvis Presley. Aunt Cathy acted like she’d never heard of Elvis, and thought she was a classmate)

e Considering all of Aunt Cathy’s behaviour, what do you think is really going on with her?

Chapter 2

e What do the letters OSS stand for? 1) Oranges’ Secret Society 2) Orange, Stiddin, Sharma
3) Oxford Science School or 4) Orange, Smith, Stephens? Perhaps the class can come up
with other suggestions!

(2) Orange, Stiddin, Sharma)

e How was the machine in the lab described? It looked like a...
(Jet engine)

e What did Aunt Cathy claim the children had done to her?
(Run away / locked her in the house / played a prank / misheard the phone call)

e Why do Christopher, Michelle and Peter get suddenly excited?
(The science experiment seems to be working)

Chapter 3
e After being knocked to the floor by the bright light, Ellie felt all tingly. She compared this
sensation to what?
(Touching an electric fence)



o What did Aunt Cathy whisper when staring at the machine? 1) “I can’t believe it worked!”
2) “We need to leave now.” 3) “This is going to be amazing!” 4) “This is how it happens.”
(4) “This is how it happens.” )
Follow-up question: Ellie asks, “How what happens?” How does Aunt Cathy reply?
(“The Angel Fire”)

e Michelle Orange left Alina a voicemail. Alina is busy - what is she doing?
(At her daughter’s engagement party)

e We are told that Chelsy has a sausage dog. What is its name?
(Rex)

e A swirling black hole opens up in the air. Firstly, shadows come flying out, and one slams into
Christopher Orange and knocks him over. A monster comes out next. Describe it.
(It has a bony arm, clawed hand, and a face covered in teeth and at least a hundred eyes)

e Draw the monster, using the description from the book as a guide.

Chapter 4

e Understandably, everyone had been scared by the monster. Who thought it was “cool”?
(Finley)

e Where did the adults decide the monster had come from?
(Another dimension)

o What did Ellie see coming out of the black portal before the monster?
(Small flying shadow things)

e Mrs Orange took pictures of the monster on her phone. What was strange about this?
(The monster wasn’t in any of the pictures)

e Creative writing exercise: Imagine you have opened a portal into another world. A creature
comes out of it. Describe the creature. It may be a monster or a friendly creature.
Alternatively, imagine you have stepped through the portal into another world. Describe this
other world. Remember to use all your senses!



Chapter 5

e Where had Ellie left her phone?
(On the kitchen worktop)

e How old must Finley be before he is allowed a mobile phone?
(Ten)

e What did the children drink upstairs in the office whilst watching the CCTV footage?
(Pepsi Max)

e Whois Ita?
(Alina Sharma’s daughter)

o What happened to Alina when she went down to see the monster?
(She couldn’t see it / tripped over its claw / the monster burst under her like a paper bag / she
got covered in black ichor)

Chapter 6

e What did Michelle do with Alina’s clothes?
(Burnt them in the incinerator)

e They all wanted Alina to shower to wash off that black ichor. How did Michelle convince her?
What did she say she’d walked into?
(Radiation from the particle accelerator)

e What was Alina’s plan for the next day?
(Wedding dress shopping with her daughter Ita)

e Why did the adults decide to delete the CCTV footage and computer entries? What are they
worried about?
(They don’t want anyone else to know how to open the portal)

e What had happened to the monster by the end of the chapter?
(It had completely disappeared)

Chapter 7
e Michelle said Rex the sausage dog could sleep over as long as he didn’t go on what?
(The bed. Although he slept on the bed)



Michelle called Aunt Cathy but it went to answer phone. What did Ellie say her aunt could be
doing?
(At the shops or having her hair done)

What did Michelle do to make the kids feel safe in Ellie’s room?
(Looked under the bed, in her closet, and behind the curtains)

What did Ellie find on her wrist after taking off the purple scrunchie?
(A scar in the shape of a star)

That night Ellie dreamed of fairies. What was the name of one of the fairies?
(Feather)

Do you think it was really a dream? Why?
What pet name does Peter give Chelsy? You do not need to spell it correctly - even the author
had to use spellcheck.

(Chelsy Chihuahua)

Why did Ellie get angry during breakfast?
(The adults were trying to pretend that the shadows that flew out of the portal weren’t real)

What did Ellie and Chelsy feel as they walked to school?
(They felt like they were being watched)

Chapter 8

What have Ellie and Chelsy previously been called because of their unusual surnames?
(Ellie: Juice, Apple / Chelsy: Chelsy Stoodin Poo)

What did Miss Carty do that caused someone’s granddad to complain to the PTA?
(She married a woman)

Why do you think the granddad might have had a problem with it?

(Potential discussion here on how same sex marriage did not take effect in the UK til 2014, how
being gay was less acceptable when the granddad was growing up, what the law says, gay rights
movements etc.)

In the dining hall two fairies startled Ellie and Chelsy, making them scream and flap their
hands. What did the other children think was happening?
(They thought there was a wasp)



e What play are the Year 5s and 6s performing as their end of school production?
(Hansel and Gretel)

e What did Ellie and Chelsy see in the woods on their way home?
(A little green man / a wood elf)

e What did the wood elf say to them to try and convince them that he was not real?
(He pretended to be a dream)

e Creative Writing Prompt: Pretend you are either the wood elf or one of the fairies in the

cutlery rack, and write the encounter with Ellie and Chelsy from the creature’s point of view.

Chapter 9
o Why does Ellie think their families will be able to see the fantastic creatures?
(They also saw the flash of light)

e Where were the adults and Finley when Ellie and Chelsy got home? Why had they gone there?

(At the hospital; Christopher had chest pains)

o Who phoned whilst Ellie and Chelsy were walking Rex, and why did it make Michelle go pale?

(Aunt Cathy phoned from Canada. So who has been staying with them for the last week?)

e What conclusion did Ellie come to about the fantastical creatures they had seen?
(That they had always been around, but were usually invisible to everyone)

e Why didn’t Ellie show her parents the burn on her arm?
(She thinks they already feel guilty enough as it is)

e What did Ellie and Chelsy watch on Netflix?
(A Rom-com they had both seen before, but they didn’t laugh, not even at the funny bits).

Chapter 10

e Why were the adults nervous about going to work in the lab today?
(Alina and the two graduates were due in)

e Why did Finley decide he’d go into school today?
(He was worried he’d have to spend the day in the hospital again)



What was the name of the girl who got the part of Gretel in the play, and why did everyone
think that was probably fair enough?
(Anna. She is a Ukrainian refugee and had to flee her home after Putin’s invasion)

What roles did Ellie and Chelsy get in the play?
(Ellie is a narrator and Chelsy is a werewolf and gets to howl)

Why was Ellie hesitant about going into the woods after school?
(She was worried about werewolves)

Why did the girls end up going in the lake?
(They went in to rescue a drowning little boy)

The little boy was green. What do you think he is? And what is his name?
(He’s a wood elf! His name is Bulb)

Chapter 11

What is the name of the wood elf councillor with the cane?
(Councillor Tangleweed)

What is the Angel Sight, according to Councillor Tangleweed, and how did the girls get it?
(They saw the Angel Fire - the white flash in the lab)

What title did Tangleweed give Ellie, and what does Chelsy think of it?
(The Child of Destiny. Chelsy thinks it is all a bit cliche)

Name the four types and colours of sprites as a class.
(Red fire sprites, yellow spark sprites, green tree sprites and blue water sprites)

What do sprites’ bodies look like, and how do they communicate?
(They look like worms, and they communicate by dancing, spinning and flashing their lights)

How do they get onto the island in the middle of Peddleton lake?
(They get there through a secret tunnel under the lake)

Listen to the song on YouTube here: This is the famous wood elf song that the wood elves are
whistling in the secret passage

How does Councillor Tangleweed summon Shay, The Green Man?
(He taps on the ground with his cane three times)



Chapter 12
e Describe The Green Man. What features make him unique? Draw him?
(bush with two branches for legs and two branches for arms. Two green large leaves as a
moustache, and holes for a mouth and eyes. And three twigs on one arm as a pincer that
opens/closes portals)

o The Green Man (Shay) gets very annoyed when people call hima __? Heinsistsheisa __?
(Bush. He is a shrub)

e  Christopher brandishes a mop at Shay. What does Shay do to it?
(Makes it wiggle and sprout thorns)

e Shay reveals that the group have seen the Angel Fire, which has given them the Angel Sight.
What does this mean they can see?
(All other dimensions, including the mythic dimension)

e What is the mark of the Angel Fire?
(It’s the scar on Ellie’s wrist in the shape of a star)

e What title does Shay give himself?
(The King of Earth)

o Chelsy seems to think everything The Green Man tells them is a bit derivative and cliché. What
pieces of information does she scoff at?
(Child of Destiny / Ellie’s scar / the prophecy)

Chapter 13
e What is Gloom, and who rules over it?
(Gloom is the demon dimension, and it is ruled over by Dyger, the demon king)

e What does Dyger call himself?
(The Gloom Lord, or the Lord of Gloom)

e  Why does Chelsy say, “Please don’t call him the dark lord.”?
(She is fed up of all the clichés.)
Ask the class to name some dark lord characters in fiction.
(Lord Voldemort is the most obvious. Also Sauron from Lord of the Rings, Emperor Palpatine from
Star Wars, and Count Dracula)

e What creatures did the adults release from the Gloom portal?
(Demons. And the reaper, of course)



e How does Shay plan to break the particle accelerator? Why does he do it?
(He has sent some spark sprites to overload the accelerator, so that the portal to Gloom cannot
be opened again)

o Dyger wants the Angel Fire. Where is it?
(It is in Ellie)

e How does Chelsy react to Ellie being the Child of Destiny? How does it affect their friendship?
(Chelsy is scornful, and Ellie thinks she is jealous. They have an argument)

e Shay cuts a portal in their living room and leaves. Where does he go?
(The Amazon)

¢ What happened to Peter at the end of the chapter? Why is it significant?
(He collapses and grips his chest. It’s just like what happened to Christopher)

Chapter 14
e As aclass, perform the song London’s Burning in a round. First, learn it altogether all the way
through, and then divide the class into two. One half starts, and then when they start singing
“Pour on water” the other half begins with “London’s Burning”.

e At’lon, the guardian president, is covered in scarlet bands. Using the picture outline provided,
design your own guardian. You can pick any colour you like (the colours do mean something,
but we don’t know what at this point).

o Ellie is surprised to hear that the guardians have stopped portals opening many times before.
Why didn’t they stop this portal opening?
(What Was Written, the book of prophecy, told them they had to let it happen)

e What is strange about At’lon’s reflection?
(At’lon doesn’t have a reflection)

e What does At’lon say will happen this weekend?
(The demons of Gloom will invade the Earth)

Chapter 15
e What was Ellie’s initial reaction when she learned that Dyger knows she has the Angel Fire?

(Ellie was alarmed and started screaming because she realised Dyger would be coming after
her)



Why did President At’lon and his fellow guardians allow Ellie’s parents to open the portal and
the Angel Fire to shoot into Ellie?

( They allowed it because it was the only way to prevent Dyger from getting the Angel Fire and
potentially conquering both Angel Kingdom and Earth)

What was revealed about O’nair in this chapter?
( O’nair was supposed to be Ellie’s guardian but betrayed the guardians by joining Gloom and
informing Dyger about the prophecy)

What did President At’lon say about Ellie’s new guardian?
(They mentioned that Ellie had been assigned another guardian, but that this guardian was
considered completely useless by the other guardians)

Why does Ellie use the pronoun “they/them” for President At’lon?
(Guardians are neither male nor female)

Why was Ellie worried about spending too much time in the toilet?
(She was embarrassed that people might think it was her period)

Describe the Angel Kingdom.

(Floating mountains, islands, and buildings. The buildings were grand and sinuous, shaped like
raindrops or rivers. You could mention other examples of floating islands or cities in fiction (it
didn’t start with Avatar!) like the island city Laputa from Gulliver’s Travels, or Airhaven from the
Mortal Engines books)

Why is the Angel Fire Temple surrounded by waterfalls, canals, and water cannons?
(Demons (and guardians) are dissolved by water as they are made of ether.

What are angelings?

(Small, colourful creatures that grown on a tree. They eventually fall from the tree and die, and
the Angel Fire gives them the power. This process creates guardian angels and gives them their
power)

Why does Dyger want the Angel Fire?

(The Angel Fire gives guardians their ability to dimension hop, allowing them to move between
dimensions. If Dyger gets the Angel Fire he will gain this power, allowing demons to invade any
dimension, including Earth)

What do the interactions between President At’lon and Senator Pa’na suggest about the
political climate in the Angel Kingdom?



(The interactions suggest a tense political climate with disagreements and conflicts among the
guardians. The senate’s discontent and Pa’na’s accusations indicate internal strife and
dissatisfaction with decisions made by the leadership)

Chapter 16
e Who first realised that animals, including humans, evolved from earlier animals?
(Charles Darwin. Also accept Alfred Russel Wallace, | guess, if someone wants to show off)

e What TV show does Dan Hedges think Ellie, Chelsy and Finley are talking about?
(Stranger Things)

e Why does Ellie decide to tell their parents everything and keep no secrets?
(In every book she’s ever read and film she’s ever seen the kids never tell the grownups
everything, and it always goes badly)

e Mrs Orange gets very angry, and storms around the garden kicking things. What is she angry
about?
(That the guardians let them open the portal when they could have stopped it. She thinks they
have deliberately put Ellie in danger)

e Why does the troll say “Well stop saying you then, as if we’re all the same. Stop blaming me
for things | ain’t done.”?
(Mrs Orange is generalising and blaming all invisible creatures, as if they are all responsible for
the actions of a few, just because they belong to the same “group”. Potential for a big discussion
about how this plays out in real life, and how it can lead to racism, bigotry and xenophobia.
Emphasise the importance of treating people as individuals)

Chapter 17
o Michelle takes the kids to the supermarket. They buy 14 of the same item, fill them, and place
them around the house. What do you think they have bought, and why?
(We will find out what they bought in the next chapter!)

e Ellie felt safe in the bath. Why?
(She felt like the demons couldn’t get her because she was surrounded by water. And she

thought she could spray any demons with the shower if they attacked)

e What did the hospital have to say that was strange regarding Peter Stiddin?
(They said he had left two hours earlier)

e How would you describe Chelsy’s complicated feelings towards her mother?



(Angry, upset, disappointed, wants her love and attention, abandoned... be wary about triggers
in your class and avoid this question if needed)

What is Chelsy’s stepbrother called?
(Xander. Will also accept Alexander, | guess, as it would take impressive deductive reasoning,
although not all Xanders are Alexanders, so warn against jumping to conclusions!)

Does anyone remember what time Ellie woke up in the middle of the night?
(3:32am)

Christopher Orange was speaking on the phone, and his eyes are completely black. What do
you think is going on, and why?

Chapter 18

What does Ellie realise has happened to her dad in the kitchen?
(He is possessed)

What are the two shadowy figures that appear with her father, and what do they look like?
(Demons from the portal. They look like black smoke, with long tendrils, like a stingray but with
more tails)

When Ellie throws a bucket of water over him, what does her dad say to her when he briefly
returns to normal?
(Run!)

What does Michelle do to try and protect them from the demons?
(Lock in bathroom, bath full and shower on, using water as a weapon)

What happens to Chelsy when the demons burst through the wall?
(She gets covered in Michelle’s orange hair dye)

Whilst they are walking down the stairs, what does Ellie think and do to try and destroy the
demons? What actually happens?
(She thinks her scar can shoot Angel Fire, but nothing happens)

What surprises everyone (including us) at the end of the chapter?
(Aunt Cathy arrives)

Chapter 19

Who is Aunt Cathy really, and why did they spend a week at the Oranges’ house?
(Aunt Cathy is Ho’reis, who is Ellie’s guardian angel)



Can you rewrite the battle at the house from Ho’reis’s point of view? Use 1st person (I did
this, | saw etc.)

What happens to Christopher during the fight with the demons?
(He is knocked unconscious. Then the demon possessing him sprouts long legs and starts walking
him like a baby in a bouncer)

Ho'reis reveals a new piece of the prophecy. What is it?
(That Dyger has possessed Ellie’s father Christopher)

What does Shay say was the biggest threat to the planet before the demons arrived?
(Climate change. Potential for a wider discussion)

What does Finley insist on being called after killing the demon?
(Finley Orange: Demon Killer)

Why does Ellie think Ho’reis decides to leave the group at the end of the chapter? What do
you think?
(She thinks he is running away because he is scared.)

Chapter 20

How did the characters warm up and dry off?
(The fire sprites dried them by flying all around)

Who is Silas, and what is his job? Why do you think he had a problem with Mrs Orange?
(Silas is the troll that guards the council chamber entrance. Cockney Carl, the troll who Mrs
Orange had yelled at in her back garden, had obviously told him what had happened)

Where are the council chambers located?
(Under the ground on the island in Peddleton Lake)

Why is scrub a bit of a naughty wood elf?
(He steals clothes from washing lines)

Why does Ellie get a little jealous of Finley outside Scrub’s room?
(The fairies are more interested in Finley than in her, because he killed a demon)

Chapter 21

Agatha is a kind of mutant human. What did she say she was?
(A shade. A shadow witch)



e What was the hatchday cake made of?
(Mud)

o What type of wood elves were the chefs? The fluffies mentioned the four types of wood elf.
Can you remember what they are?
(The chefs were high elves. The other types are wood elf, snow elf, and great elf)

e At the end of the chapter, Ellie and Chelsy joined three wood elves in a game of Kritch. Play
Kritch.

Kritch Rules:

Two players (the throwers) throw the red ball between them, underarm. They have to be at least ten
steps apart, and they are not allowed to move.

The one throwing the seeds (the shooter) has to try and hit the red ball in mid-air, deflecting it away
from the receiving thrower. A smaller, different-coloured ball can be used in place of seeds. The shooter
is allowed to move, but has to be at least ten paces away from either thrower.

The throwers throw the ball underarm twenty times between them, and the shooter gets a point every
time this ball hits the floor. The shooter, of course, will try to deflect the ball in midair. Then the players
swap until everyone has been shooter.

Chapter 22
e What did At’lon ask Shay to do, and why was Shay not happy about it?
(Asked to open a portal into the Angel Fire sanctuary, which Shay said was illegal)

e What did At’lon do to Michelle Orange when she started arguing?
(Sent her to sleep with mind magic)

e What happened when Ellie tried to give the Angel Fire back to the pedestal? And why?
(Nothing happened, because Ellie is not the Child of Destiny)

Chapter 23
e Why does Ellie hope Finley is not the real Child of Destiny?
(He’d be unbearable. Can you imagine?)

e Dyger has not actually possessed Christopher Orange - who has? Who has Dyger really
possessed?
(Christopher is possessed by O’nair the Betrayer. Dyger has possessed Peter Stiddin)



e How is Chelsy “the orange child from Peddleton Village”?
(She is orange in the sense that Mrs Orange’s hair dye went all over her)

e What has the purple scrunchie got to do with anything?
(The scrunchie has the Angel Fire in it, and Ellie passed it to Chelsy after saving the Wood Elf)

e  Write “Chelsy Stiddin” on the board and rearrange the letters to spell “Destiny’s Child” in

front of the class. Don’t ask about the apostrophe, alright? Just put it in.

Chapter 24
e Is O’nair really a betrayer?
(No! They are still working for President At’lon)

e Why was Ho’reis chosen to be Ellie’s guardian angel?
(Because they are useless, and At’lon didn’t want the Plan interfered with)

Chapter 25

e Why does At’lon put Finley to sleep when they exit the portal?
(Because he won’t go back to his room and he is an annoying little boy)

e Can you describe Councillor Tangleweed’s office?
(Lots of colourful plants and a large chandelier)

e How does Chelsy react when she hears her name is an anagram of Destiny’s Child?
(She laughs, then stops abruptly and says it can’t be real, feeling that it seems made up)

o Why does At’lon say there will be no fighting?
(because he says Ellie is going to give herself up)

Chapter 26
e What does Viola ask President At’lon to do when they enter the lobby?
(Sign in)

e What do Peter and Christopher repeatedly call out to Ellie when they arrive?
(They call her name and offer to give her hugs and an iPad)

o What does Dyger do to Ellie at the very end of the chapter?
(He rushes into her chest and possesses her)



Chapter 27
o After Dyger possesses Ellie, O’nair does so too. What is O’nair’s job? What is the plan?
(O’nair must keep Dyger inside until Ellie is submerged. Then they must get Dyger out of her and
into the water, thus killing the demon king)

o How does Chelsy help after Ellie is possessed?
(She drags Ellie through the portal into the Angel Fire Temple)

e The original plan was to have Ellie submerged in the bath at her house. Why did that plan
change?
(Ho’reis scuppered that plan by turning up at the house and helping them escape)

e President At’lon had told them that Ellie’s face would be out of the water so she could
breathe. Instead, At’lon submerges Ellie completely. Why? And why do you think he lied?
(At’lon is worried about Dyger escaping through her face and avoiding the water. He lied so that
everyone would agree to the plan)

e What do you think At’lon is prepared to do in order to vaporise Dyger?
(He is prepared to drown Ellie in the process)

Chapter 28
e What happens when Dyger attempts to leave Ellie’s body?
- Answer: Dyger gets partially burned by the water, losing two tendrils and a chunk of
flesh, but he retreats back into Ellie instead of leaving completely.

o Who challenges At’lon’s decision to keep Ellie submerged, and what do they say?
- Answer: Pa’na, challenges At’lon, accusing him of using mind magic to manipulate
the senate into agreeing with his plan.

¢ What do the other guardians do when they see smoke coming from Ellie’s body?**
- Answer: The guardians demand that Ellie be pulled out of the water, believing the
smoke indicates Dyger has been defeated.

e What is surprising about how the chapter ends?
Ellie is dead!

Chapter 29
e What surprising revelation does Pa’na hint at during the discussion about angelings?
- Answer: Pa’na hints that angelings were once human, suggesting a possible
connection between humans and angelings.



e What transformation occurs at the end of the chapter?

- Answer: At the end of the chapter, Ellie’s body disappears, and in her place stands a
guardian angel.

e What is the significance of the purple scrunchie that Chelsy is wearing during the events of
the chapter?
- Answer: The purple scrunchie has the Angel Fire in it.

Chapter 30
e How does President At’lon react to Ellie’s transformation into a guardian angel?
- Answer: President At’lon reacts negatively, calling Ellie a "freak" and stating that she
is not a true guardian angel because she did not grow on the tree and still retains her
human memories.

e Why does Pa’na warn Ellie against transforming back into her guardian form near water?
- Answer: Pa’na warns Ellie that in her guardian form, water could kill her, especially
since they are surrounded by water in the Angel Kingdom dimension.

e Why do you think the author has been constantly mentioning throughout the story how good
Chelsy is at twanging hair bobbles?
(To set up this final showdown, where Chelsy twangs the hair bobble with amazing accuracy
through the portal onto the Angel Fire pedestal)

Chapter 31
e Why does Pa’na insist that Ellie, Chelsy, and Shay return to their dimension immediately?
- Pa’na insists they return because Dyger might target Shay to open portals to the
Angel Fire. He can't reach them in their own dimension, so they need to leave.

e What might be the significance of Ellie’s ability to transform into a guardian angel. What
do you think the future holds for her?
- Ellie’s ability may foreshadow her role in future events. Future books?

e Why does Chelsy think they are in a book?
(All the cliches, and especially the fact that her name is an anagram of Destiny’s Child)

o After the performance of Hansel and Gretel, what does Ellie notice on the back of Chelsy’s
neck? What significance do you think it has?
(Chelsy has a scar in the shape of a star. The Angel Fire Mark)



